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Dec. 7: National Agricultural Council (CNA) president Javier Garza de la Cabada said free
trade negotiations with the US and Canada should be accelerated. The recent failure of the
GATT Uruguay Round talks indicate, he said, that only communities or blocs of nations can
effectively maintain agricultural competitiveness. Dec. 12: National Trade Council Confederation
(CONCANACO) president Hugo Villalobos Gonzalez asserted that "there are no parallels between
an agreement with Mexico and the US, and the existing one between the US and Canada." Dec.
4: In a press communique, the National Campesino Confederation (CNC), a labor group affiliated
with the ruling Insitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), asserted that Mexico's experience in
becoming a member-nation of GATT should be taken into consideration during the free trade
talks with Washington. The CNC claimed that Mexican concessions to join GATT were greater
than benefits. Foreign Minister Fernando Solana Morales told members of the Mexican Senate
that if the accord with the US and Canada is negotiated fairly, it would be of "enormous benefit"
to Mexico. He emphasized that oil would not enter into negotiations. Pedro Noyola, foreign trade
undersecretary for the Trade and Industrial Development Secretariat (SECOFI), said that once the
agreement goes into effect, Mexico will obtain stable access to the North American market, since
"unjustified barriers will disappear." Juan Gallardo Thurlow, director of the Foreign Trade Business
Organizations Coordinator (Coordinadora de Organismos Empresariales de Comercio ExteriorCOECE), said the government is conducting a survey of businesspersons' needs and interests visa-vis world market competition and trade liberalization. The survey, he said, is to be completed
by Jan. 31. At a US Chamber of Commerce meeting in Mexico City, US Transportation Secretary
Samuel Skinner said that 85% of bilateral trade takes place via air, land or sea transport. Trilateral
talks on transportation issues were scheduled to begin in Washington on Dec. 11. Skinner said the
future for trade relations between the two countries is "brilliant." He mentioned the 50% increase
of US exports to Mexico between 1987 and 1989, and a 65% hike in Mexican exports to the US
between 1986 and 1989. Jan. 9: The Miami Herald reported that Florida agricultural associations
have commenced organizing to express opposition to the trade agreement. According to the Herald,
the associations are proposing that their products be exempt from the accord, or the creation of
a special tariff to go into effect when Mexican export products fall below a predetermined price
level. Southern Florida's winter crop is valued at $267 million, according to fruit and vegetable
growers. Florida growers compete with Mexico in supplying the US market with fresh vegetables
from November through April. Florida state government agriculture officials assert that a free trade
agreement would create unequal competition, given low wage levels in the Mexican countryside,
and environmental regulations and payroll taxes in the US that are non-existent or insignificant in
Mexico. In San Antonio, Texas, at a Chamber of Commerce seminar titled "Economic Perspectives
for 1991," Delal Baer, economist at the Center for International and Strategic Studies (Washington),
said that the trade agreement has been jeopardized by recession in the US. In addition, she said, US
labor unions are adamantly opposed to a fast track accord because the impact of the agreement on
job creation has not yet been adequately discussed. According to Baer, the US stands to gain more
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than it will lose under a bilateral free trade agreement. For each billion dollars of exports to Mexico,
25,000 jobs are created in the US. She emphasized that the US exports $25 billion worth of goods to
Mexico every year, which "means that some 650,000 jobs depend on the accord." (Sources: Excelsior,
12/05/90; El Financiero, 12/05/90, 12/07/90; El Nacional, 12/05/90, 12/07/90, 12/12/90; La Jornada,
12/12/90; Notimex, 01/09/91)
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